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The Life of the Believer & Warnings from Jesus
Let’s be real for a minute. If we’re talking about the life of a believer, we’re talking about a difficult thing. Jesus says, “Strive to enter through the narrow
door…” and he’s not playing around. He means that there are countless distractions, countless enemy temptations, and some of them are within us. Our sinful natures wage a daily war against the Word and work of God in us. With the
apostle Paul we say, “I do not do what I want to do” sometimes. Sin is at work
in us.
Do you recall Martin Luther’s explanation to the 3rd Article of the Apostles
Creed (that part about the Holy Spirit’s work and our life of faith)? It goes like
this: “I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus
Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In
the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.” (Luther’s
Small Catechism)
It’s imperative that we understand this joyous truth as we close out these Sundays after Pentecost. We believers need God’s Holy Spirit—he works faith in
us, he strengthens our trust in God’s promises, he keeps us on the narrow way
and carries us through the narrow door. God’s Holy Spirit applies Christ’s forgiveness won at the cross to me by faith—my sins are forgiven, my guilt is
done, my life is with God above, my days are his here below.
Hear Jesus’ Warnings over the next four weeks in worship and don’t be afraid,
but filled with hope in him. His Word brings division but is mighty to save.
The door to heaven is narrow and he draws us through it. The first will be last
and believers reflect it in humble service to God and mankind. And believers
who know all this will count the cost of discipleship—soberly assess what it
means to be his followers—and not turn away but follow him to everlasting
life.
God bless you in these last weeks of the Pentecost season!
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Council Update


Several members have commented over the past couple months that they have observed a number of routine
maintenance issues on our campus that perhaps should be addressed. We appreciate the comments, are
aware of the needs and, at the August council meeting, took action to start to tackle them. Home Sweet
Home Wisconsin, a property maintenance company owned by our member Don Patton, has been hired to
help us with this effort. Don will work with our Board of Support to prioritize the issues and start to get
them fixed. The funds for this are included in our 2019 budget, and it is important to note that Don has
given us a favorable discounted rate. Note that this does not mean we will not continue to need volunteers
for many routine maintenance and repair tasks. We will! We intend to use a combination of paid and
volunteer work depending on the scope and complexity of the work required.



A dozen or so years ago a Housing Assistance Fund was set up within the budget. It was originally funded
with special gifts given by members, with the purpose of being able to provide a small amount of financial
support to our called workers who may need assistance with house purchases. This approach was taken
when we transitioned from owning two houses assigned for pastor and principal use (where our playground
and the northeast part of our parking lot are now) to having them own their own properties and as when we
took on our second pastor.
As a result of a request made a few months ago the council reviewed and updated the policy to provide more
clarity. A new loan was approved in August based on this update. We now have three loans outstanding,
and the specific fund will have a balance of approximately $7,000 after the most recent loan is issued. A
fourth loan was made and has been fully repaid. Gifts to this fund can always be used and are always
welcomed!



Over the past couple years the council has been reviewing various aspects of Risk Management as they apply to
our congregation’s physical facilities and operations. As part of that ongoing initiative, we have set up a special
committee to investigate and make recommendations to the council regarding our facility security. In
particular, door security and access issues and security camera/surveillance issues are to be addressed. A
preliminary target schedule for receiving recommendations is the latter part of 2019 or early 2020.



A committee of the church council has been assessing what Christ the Lord can responsibly borrow in our
upcoming building project and what ramifications this might have in our current building plans. On the basis
of those assessments, the building committee has been hard at work considering CTL’s need and Groth Design’s
current sanctuary plan. The council is currently finalizing a presentation to the congregation slated for later
this fall to give an update on the status of Faith, Family, Future and how we will proceed with building.



Our nominating committee, Ben Ziesemer and Jacob Werre, are in the process of starting to identify and
contact members for the open positions coming up on the council in January 2020. The positions include
President, Board of Evangelism Chair, Secretary (Peter Kissinger has agreed to serve another term) and more
than one elder. If you have a name to suggest for one of these positions, please feel free to contact the church
office (churchoffice@christthelordbrookfield.org), one of the pastors, or find Ben or Jacob’s contact information
in the church directory.
Max Schmiege,
President
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Upcoming Worship Overview
There are many, many gifts that come to us in word and song and symbol in worship. As we know from our worship
experiences at Christ the Lord, there are a variety of ways to approach worship and countless good things we might
incorporate into it. Below you will find an update from Lisa Uttech, our Director of Parish Music. Lisa provides a few
opportunities that are coming to worship soon. A couple pastoral encouragements for your reading...
 The liturgies of our hymnal and new ones we have added are also used by Christians of all kinds all over the world.
Reflecting that reality, below you will see a liturgy titled, Mass of Creation, which probably sounds “Catholic” to many of
us (the word comes from the last phrase of the Catholic communion service, missa in Latin). A Lutheran rendition of the
title might be “The Divine Service of Creation”. Either way, just like our Divine Service I & II and Service of Word and
Sacrament, this service will bring us a good order to follow with a new sound and opportunity for different instrumentation.
We hope you enjoy both new options you will find below.
 It has been almost 30 years since the introduction of Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. Our synod has been hard
at work developing a new hymnal for our worship use. A new hymnal is an important part of helping new generations
take ownership of worship and older generations refresh worship for themselves. Below you will find more information
regarding the new hymnal, which CTL will most surely employ when it arrives. Check out the information provided and
ask us if you have any questions.
New Liturgies in Worship
Starting on October 6th, we will begin learning and incorporating into our current worship rotation a new liturgical
setting. Jesus the Compassion of God, written by David Haas, offers new arrangements of familiar liturgy pieces such as the
Kyrie, the Gloria, the Sanctus, and the Agnus Dei. This setting has been used for several years in our sister WELS
congregations and has been well-received. Later, in Spring 2020, we will introduce a liturgy arrangement written by the wellknown sacred composer Marty Haugen, entitled Mass of Creation. The WELS Hymnal Committee has chosen to include this
arrangement as one of three communion liturgies in the new hymnal, which is slated for preview releases in 2020, with full
materials available for use in Advent of 2021. By familiarizing ourselves with the music, we will be ready to incorporate it into
our worship when the new hymnal is released.
WELS Hymnal Project Update
Some of you may or may not be aware that our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod has been undertaking
the enormous and exciting task of developing a new hymnal. (Our current red hymnal, Lutheran Worship,
was released in 1993 and its counterpart, Christian Worship Supplement was released in 2008.) Leading this
effort is Rev. Michael Schultz, the full-time director of the WELS Hymnal Project. The hymnal project
committee was tasked with the research and development of new materials, motivated by the belief that
“Christ's church on earth has always been blessed by people who think not only of themselves, but of those
who worshiped before them, those who worship with them, and those who will worship after them.”
As referenced in the prior newsletter article, full materials will be available for use beginning in Advent of 2021. The hymnal
will feature new hymns (both modern hymns and those that are simply “new to us”), new rites, and new psalm
settings. Approximately 1/3 of the hymns will be new and 2/3 will be carried over from the current hymnals. In addition,
there will also be a stand-alone psalter that will include the full texts of all 150 psalms, with an average of two or three
different musical settings for each psalm. For more complete details on the hymnal project, recent updates, and a description
of the new materials that will be made available, please visit the following website: http://welshymnal.com/blog/updateproject-director-summer-2019.
Branches Band in Worship
On September 29th, local WELS’ musicians Andy and Rachel Braun of Branches Band will be leading us in worship. Branches
Band seeks to serve Christ through their music and travels all over the country playing hymns and original songs based on
scripture to edify worship services, add fun to church functions, VBS programs, and so much more! From a fresh take on
ancient hymns to original compositions, the truth of God's love and grace is at the root of the Branches Band ministry.
Branches Band has performed in all 50 states and Canada and has served over 500 congregations by offering Christian
concerts, assisting with worship, and developing music resources for today's church leaders and worship teams. For more
information, scheduling, albums, sheet music, and other resources, visit branchesband.com or find them on Facebook at
facebook.com/branchesband.
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Bible Study Opportunities
SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Take a look at our upcoming Adult Bible Classes. We hope you are able to join us each Sunday from 9:15-10:15am as
we dig deeper into God’s Word and grow in our knowledge of our Savior:


Human Sexuality - September 8th – September 22nd | We will begin our year looking at God’s will
and desire for human sexuality. Join us for these three weeks as we look at the LGBTQ+ movement in
our country and examine how God wants us to witness to the society in which we live.



Isaiah – September 29th- November 17th | The book of Isaiah can be an intimidating book. Join us for
this eight-week course in which we will break down the major themes of Isaiah so that, together, we
can have a greater understanding of this difficult portion of Scripture.



Apologetics – November 24th – December 22nd | How do we defend God’s Word against the many
attacks that come from the world around us? What role does reason play in our understanding of
God’s Word? Join us for these five weeks as we invite Professor Mike Berg from WLC to present on
apologetics and its uses in the everyday Christian life.
Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:15am in the Fellowship Hall

MIDWEEK BIBLE CLASS
Our midweek bible class opportunities begin Thursday, September 12th. “Lot’s of people believe lots of different
things.” “Well, that’s your own interpretation…” “Wait...you guys actually believe the Bible literally?” We’ve all heard
these kinds of questions. We’ve probably said them ourselves. What is the right way to discern what God says? Can
we know for sure what God wants? What about your interpretation vs. mine? Join us on Thursdays as we consider
together how we interpret God’s Word and know what he says in a course called The Only Right Way.
Thursdays at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall

CREW | CHRISTIANS, READY, EQUIPPED, WILLING
“Lot’s of people believe lots of different things.” “Well, that’s your own interpretation…” “Wait...you guys actually
believe the Bible literally?” We’ve all heard these kinds of questions. We’ve probably said them ourselves. What is
the right way to discern what God says? Can we know for sure what God wants? What about your interpretation vs.
mine? Teens will gather on Sundays and consider together how we interpret God’s Word and know what he says in a
course called The Only Right Way.
Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:15am in the Multi-purpose Room

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
We are currently seeking one or more members who would be interested in helping at
the front desk as a receptionist. These volunteers perform various clerical tasks on an asneeded basis, including folding, stapling, and collating papers, preparing mailings, labeling, sorting, answering phones, and assisting teachers. The hours we hope to fill are
Tuesday afternoons from 11:30-3:30. Please contact Nancy Scherz in the School Office if
interested or with questions.
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On Sunday, October 20th, we will celebrate Welcome Home Sunday. Our hope is to have our entire church
family—100% of our members—come together on that day.
It happens: a believer stops going to church. It could be for a number of reasons.


He had a disagreement with someone else at church. It could even have been with the pastor.



His life got busy. Weekends were chocked full of sporting events and other activities. Church was lost in the
hustle.



She simply didn’t feel like it one Sunday. That made it easier to skip the next Sunday… and the next. Soon, not
going to church was the new norm.

Note what we wrote: “It happens. A believer stops going to church.” One does not become an unbeliever the moment he stops going to church. However, Scripture does say, “Faith comes from hearing the message” (Romans
10:17 NIV). If I remove myself from regular contact with God’s Word, my faith will slowly die. I won’t feel it, because
my faith is not tied into my nervous system. I will probably still remember the Lord’s Prayer, some Bible passages,
some hymn verses. However, remembering those things is NOT the same thing as having a living, saving faith. That
type of faith “comes from hearing the message” on a regular basis.
Moreover, when one stops going to church, they lose the connection to the Christian community that our Creator
designed us to need. Christ intends for the Church to function as a family.
Welcome Home Sunday is meant primarily as a celebration of that Christian family. How great would it be to see all
the smiling faces you haven’t seen in a while… to shake the rafters with the joyful singing of all our saints. However,
Welcome Home also serves as a great opportunity for those who have stopped going to church to come back.
Maybe it is someone you know: a sibling, a son, a friend, someone you used to serve with on some church committee. You know this individual has not been in church for a long time. They might not realize it, but they are harming
themselves spiritually. In love, might you reach out to them and encourage you to come with you on Welcome
Home Sunday? Assure them no one is going to look down on them for having been absent. We will simply be happy to
have them back home. Welcome home!
However, maybe it is you who have stopped coming. Again, it happens. Welcome Home Sunday is the perfect time
to come back. Jesus has things to say to you—good news… the gospel! He wants you to know the peace and security
you only have by dwelling in his home. Welcome home!
So, can you please set October 20th aside? Do not plan any trips that weekend. If you have something going on that
day, have it start after worship. Again, we want to have 100% of Christ the Lord’s members present on that day—one
big family, knit together by Christ’s grace.
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CREW Update

In August, CREW had a great time serving and hanging out with other
teens at Lighthouse Youth Ministries in Milwaukee. CREW will get together on Sunday, September 12 for a rousing game of mini-golf at Prairieville
Park. We will meet at the park at 6:15 pm. Cost is $9.50 per person for 18holes. Fun and ridiculous hole prizes will be determined and announced
closer to the date of the event. Please RSVP soon so that teams can be
made.

FLU SHOT CLINIC
CTL will be hosting a flu vaccination clinic this year Sunday
October 6th between services
and after second service in the
Library. Sign ups will soon be
available on the church website
and the bulletin board located
on the church hallway, or walkins are welcome. Minimum age
is 7. For those 65 and older the
high dose vaccine will be available! To expedite the process,
please have insurance cards and
insurance form (located by the
sign up sheet in church hallway)
ready beforehand. Please bring
any necessary insurance information to avoid the $25.99 cost.

MEMBER PICTURE DIRECTORY
This fall, we begin the process to develop a new church
member picture directory. Photography sessions are
scheduled to take place November 8, 9, 15 and 16. We
hope to have as many members’ photos in the directory
as possible to assist us all in getting to know each other. Be on the look out for more information in the
weeks ahead.

Trunk or Treat 2019
Save the date for this year’s
Trunk or Treat event, which will
take place on the evening of
Wednesday, October 23rd.
More details to come in next
month’s newsletter and bulletin
announcements.

LUTHERAN BOY PIONEERS
On Saturday September 21st, the Lutheran Boy Pioneers will be heading to Legendary Fitness from 4 to
6pm. Legendary Fitness is located in Menomonee Falls (N50 W13740 Overview Drive, Unit E, Menomonee
Falls, WI 53051) and uses obstacle course training to make fitness fun and challenging. We’ll do lots of
different activities like: competitive games, teamwork games, ninja courses, obstacle techniques, open
gym time, and workouts. The event cost is covered by Lutheran Boy Pioneer dues. If you plan on attending, please contact the church office.
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September
Sun
1

Mon

Tue

Wed

2

3

4

Labor Day—No
Monday Evening
Worship

6:30pm
Board of Elders

7:00pm
Adult Choir Kick-Off
Party

8

9

10

11

8:00 & 10:30am
Worship
5th & 6th Grade
sing in 8:00 Worship

6:30pm
Worship
7:30pm
Church Council

8:00 & 10:30am
Worship with
Communion

15
8:00 & 10:30am
Worship with
Communion
3rd & 4th
Grade sing in
10:30 Worship

22
8:00 & 10:30am
Worship

29
8:00 & 10:30am
Worship with
Communion
Branches Band
in Worship

16
3:00 pm Lutheran
Girl Pioneers
6:30pm
Worship with
Communion
7:30pm
Board of Evangelism/Member
Ministry
23

6:30pm
Worship
7:30pm Board of
Education/Tech
Committee

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

7:30pm
Adult Choir

17

18

1:30pm
Senior Game Day

7:30pm
Adult Choir

24

6:30 pm
Worship
7:30pm
Board of Education/Tech Committee

30

Thu

1

25
7:30pm
Adult Choir

2

4:00pm Lutheran
Boy Pioneers
Event

26

3

27

28

4

Looking ahead:
October 6th:
October 23rd:

Flu Shot Clinic
Trunk or Treat
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OUR MISSION
Christ the Lord Lutheran Church is a congregational family of believers united by our faith in Jesus through
the Word of God.
We exist to give joy-filled glory to God in our worship, nurture, and service.
We hope you will join us!

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Christ the Lord
Lutheran Church
1650 N Brookfield Rd
Brookfield, WI
53045

Phone: 262-782-3040
Fax: 262-782-3504
E-mail: churchoffice@
christthelordbrookfield.org

