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The Way of Salvation & Three Words of Truth
On the Sundays of Lent, we will continue to consider how we walk in Jesus’ way
under Paul’s guidance in the epistles. In Lent’s midweek worship and Holy Week
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opportunities, we will continue to consider three-word phrases from the record of
Jesus’ passion and resurrection.
Anticipate with us some of the upcoming festival worship opportunities we will
encounter in this season.
Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem before he goes to
his suffering and death. This year, we will begin our service with a palm procession.
Parents are invited to bring their children 10 minutes prior to either service so that
they can carry palm fronds to the foot of the cross.
Maundy Thursday is the observance of our Lord’s Last Supper. This service will
provide the week’s only celebration of the Sacrament. At the end of the service,
the altar, which is one of the most prominent symbols of Christ in the church, is
solemnly stripped of its vestments in memory of the abandonment of Jesus in
Gethsemane. The service ends in silence.
Good Friday is the most somber day of the Christian year. On this day we consider the gravity of our sins in Christ’s death. No pre or post-service music will be
included. Worshipers will gather and leave in silence.
12:15 will be a Service of the Seven Words of Christ as he dies on the cross.
Holy Communion will not be celebrated on this day. Though it has been part
of our practice at CTL, the general practice of the Christian Church is to celebrate the sacrament only on Maundy Thursday.
7:00 Tenebrae will present a service of the cross of Christ along with a responsive reading of St. John’ passion. The sanctuary will be gradually darkened throughout the service. This service is intended to be quiet, dark, and
somber. At the closing of the tomb, worshipers depart in anticipation of Easter
joys to come.
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Children’s Christmas Service Date Change
In last month's newsletter, a president's
update mentioned the discussion about
moving the Children's Christmas Service to a
night other than Christmas Eve. As was
published recently in our school newsletter,
next year's school calendar places our
Children's Christmas Service on Saturday,
December 21. This decision came after
months of discussion at our boards of elders,
education and finally church
council ,meetings. These boards and others
discussed a variety of issues and options
related to what will serve CTL best in the
coming years. Below is a summary of the
rationale for moving the service.
A simple, practical reason for moving the
service is related to planning for the school
year. According to current experience,
holding Children's Christmas Service on
Christmas Eve can complicate planning for
Christmas break. At times, the Christmas
break has been scheduled in order to allow
for a practice day for the service. As CTL
tries to keep its schedule closer to Wisconsin
Lutheran High School's calendar, it would be
simpler to cut in two weeks for Christmas
break regardless of having to practice
for service on Christmas Eve.
In addition, over the last 15 years, CTL has
experienced steady growth in church and
school. Because of growth, the service has
been held in the gymnasium for the last few
years. Every year for the last three years, we
have reached or approached capacity for the
gymnasium as well. It is likely, if God blesses
us with more growth, that some solution
would have to be pursued anyway. While we
could do things like presenting the service
twice on the same day, a couple of factors
drew us to move the service instead.
The going church wisdom regarding
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are that
these are prime opportunities for inviting the
community to church. If one of our major
services on Christmas Eve is already at
capacity (or even close to it), this does not
provide a good opportunity for inviting our
community. As boards discussed this
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question, they wondered together whether it
might be beneficial to have the Children's
service on another day and have two
congregational services on Christmas Eve,
hopefully allowing more ability to invite our
community.
Related to this question is that the Children's
Christmas Eve service is one of CTL's
signature events. It is a worship service like
many others but also more like one of our
Spring drama or musical productions. This
service includes weeks of preparation for
things such as lighting setup, chair rental and
setup, decorations produced and brought
out, instrumental practices, many volunteers,
and a great amount of staff preparation. If
growth continues, this service would likely
only become more involved and require even
more activity and effort concentrated on an
already busy set of worship days. Boards
thought it best to move this concentration of
efforts to another day and to allow for
additional worship opportunities for families
and friends on Christmas Eve.
Certainly, the tradition of holding a service of
student participation on Christmas Eve is
very fine. At the same time, many WELS
churches and schools have found it beneficial
to both church and school worship life to
move this event to another day. And, for
every family that cherishes a Children's
Christmas Eve service, there are others who
would value moving it to another day and
worshiping with their family on Christmas
Eve. As our boards discussed this question,
they felt this move would allow us to
appropriately respond to the growth God has
given to us, to continue to prepare our
beautiful children's service on a date prior to
Christmas Eve, and give more opportunities
for families and our community to worship
the Lord at CTL on Christmas Eve.

We pray that this effort will be a blessing to
all of us as we focus on God's grace to us at
Christmas.

2019 Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Breakfast

This year's annual Easter Egg Hunt
is on Saturday, April 13th. This
event is an excellent opportunity
to invite a friend or neighbor to
CTL to participate in an egg-hunt,
crafts, and a short Easter story
devotion. The event starts at 10:00
am with the hunt beginning at
10:15 am! We invite all children
ages 2-10 to join us in the
excitement. Flyers will soon be
available in the church hallway
that you are welcome to use as you
invite others to join us.

Join us this Easter Morning at
9:15am for our annual church Easter
Breakfast. Chef Mike will be
preparing a breakfast skillet &
pancakes, and other tasty treats.
Over the years the generous help of
our members has made the Easter
Breakfast a great success. If you’re
interested in donating items or time,
there are sign up sheets in the
church hallway or online at
christthelordbrookfield.org/signup/.
Thank you for whatever help you
can give! For questions, contact
Bonnie Mitchell (414-870-5951|
bmitchell925@gmail.com) or Chef
Mike (262-784-0443 |
msertich@aol.com).

We are also seeking volunteers to
help with the event. If you can
help, please contact Ben Ziesemer
at ziesnu@hotmail.com or 262-506
-8433.

Lenten Worship Schedule
Midweek Lenten Worship
Wednesday, April 3rd
Worship | 4:30 & 7:00pm
Fellowship Meal | 5:30 pm
Wednesday, April 10th
Worship | 4:30 & 7:00pm
Fellowship Meal | 5:30 pm
Holy Week

Midweek Lenten Fellowship Meals
There are two Lenten fellowship meals
remaining in April. Please join us
between services at 5:30pm for food and
fellowship.
There are always opportunities to help
serve your fellow members at the meals
as well:
1)

Palm Sunday | April 14th
Worship | 8:00 & 10:30am
2)
Maundy Thursday | April 18th
Worship | 7:00pm
Good Friday | April 19th
Worship | 12:15pm
Tenebrae Service | 7:00pm
Easter Sunday Worship
Worship | 8:00 & 10:30am
Breakfast | 9:15am

Signup as a volunteer for either a
Setup & Serve shift or a Serve &
Takedown shift;
Signup to bring a dessert.

Signups with additional details are posted
on the church website:
christthelordbrookfield.org/signup/ and
also on the bulletin board in the church
hallway. If you have any questions or
would like to help in some other way,
please contact Dave Willems at
davidwillems801@gmail.com or 303-9095371.
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Let’s Get Ready for Kindergarten!
Let's get ready for Kindergarten with Christ the Lord’s
Kindergarten Roundup!
Wednesday, April 3rd 9:00 a.m – 10:00 a.m.
Your future Kindergartner will be able to enjoy:
Learn about a day in the life of a Kindergartner,
View the activities & daily schedule
Check out the classroom & learning centers
Meet and greet with the teacher and other students
We look forward to meeting you! No registration is
necessary. Open to future Kindergartners (must be
age 5 by September 1, 2019).
Unable to attend but are still interested in finding out
more about our school and church? Just stop in the
Kindergarten classroom on any school day, contact
Mrs. Hatzung at (262) 782-3040 or
jhatzung@christthelordbrookfield.org.

Join the CTL Men’s Softball Team !
Interested in fun and fellowship by playing
on the men’s CTL softball team? Games
are played May to mid-August at Juneau
field in Milwaukee. If you are interested in
joining the men’s church softball team,
please contact Dan Oldenburg via email at
oldenburgdd@hotmail.com.

LWMS
SPRING RALLY
The LWMS Spring Rally will be
held Saturday, April 27 at Christ
Alone, 10001 Cedarburg Road,
Mequon. Please see the announcement posted on the bulletin
board in the hallway for further
details. A collection is being taken
for ACTS – Apache Christian
Training School and Children’s
Ministries. Checks should be made
out to LWMS Milwaukee Metro
North and received by April
20. The LWMS contribution box is
on the table in the hallway or
checks can be given directly to
Sandy Voss or Ruth Malchow. Anyone interested in carpooling to
the rally please call Sandy at 262781-8628 or Ruth at 262-5747506.

NATIONAL CONVENTION
The LWMS National Convention is
being held on June 27 to June 30,
2019 in Des Moines, Iowa. Please
go to the website: lwms.org for
information about the convention.

CREW Update
Our next teen event will be held on Palm Sunday, April 14th. We will be going to Lasertag Adventure in
Waukesha from 4-7pm. This is a joint event with Jordan, Good Shepherd’s, St. John’s Wauwatosa and Christ
the Lord Brookfield. Cost is $15 for Lasertag and Trampoline Dodgeball. If you plan to play dodgeball, you will
need grip socks. You can bring your own or the church will chip in the $2 cost of purchasing them there. Participating churches are paying for all you can eat pizza and soda. Please sign up by emailing Pastor Free
(jfree@christthelordbrookfield.org) or speaking with him if you would like to attend.
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Young Professionals of CTL
Young Professionals Group Activity:
Gary’s Gallop on Saturday, April 13
After a long, harsh winter, it’s time to lace up and get outside for some fresh air! Join the Young Professionals group as we walk and run at the Annual Gary’s Gallop held at the Wisconsin Lutheran College
Outdoor Athletic Complex in Wauwatosa. Register online through the WLC website —
wlc.edu/2019-Garys-Gallop/.
Afterwards, refuel and rehydrate in the parking lot for a tailgating session around 10:30 a.m. Hot dogs
and beverages will be provided. Feel free to bring your favorite post-workout snack to share. If you’re
interested in participating, let Rachel Jeske (920-851-1730) or Alex Jeske (ajeskelpc@gmail.com) know.
When:

Saturday, April 13

Time:

9:30 a.m. walk/run begins; 10:30 tailgating begins

Where:

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Outdoor Athletic Complex
1401 Swan Boulevard, Wauwatosa

Bible Study Opportunities
Sunday Bible Class
Life would be easier if I had more money. Life would be better if I had more time and more
friends. Life would be great if my family would just get along. My life would hold more joy if I
was not sick or my loved one was still alive. Have you ever had thoughts similar to these? In the
Book of Ecclesiastes, King Solomon explores thoughts like these and shares his conclusions with
us. This seven-week study will help you better understand and appreciate your current life while
keeping you focused on your future life to come. Join us to hear about Your Life Under the Sun.
Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:15am in the Fellowship Hall

CREW | CHRISTIANS, READY, EQUIPPED, WILLING
The Bible can be an intimidating book. How do I go about reading it? How do I apply it? Am I
qualified to share it with someone else if I don’t understand everything myself? In March, CREW
continues its study, going back to the basics, as they take time to study and wrestle with books
of the Bible reading them verse by verse. This interactive Bible hour will encourage CREW to
confidently use God’s Word in every area of their lives.
Sunday mornings, 9:15-10:15am in the Multi-purpose Room

Midweek Bible Class
We all want to stand firm in our faith. We all want to avoid errors and keep away from sin. John
shares with us several tests in his book, 1st John, that help us to examine and live a life of faith
each day. Come join us on Thursday and Take the Test.
Thursdays at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall
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Church Operations | Board of Member Ministry
This is the final article in our series, authored by each Ministry Board Chairman, intended to help the
members understand how our church operates internally to accomplish the work of the church in achieving
its mission “to give joy-filled glory to God in our worship, nurture and service.” This month’s article focuses on
the Board of Member Ministry.
The Board of Member Ministry is responsible for encouraging and assisting members in their practice of
Christian stewardship. Our goal is to match our members’ unique skills and abilities with opportunities for
service as well as promote financial stewardship. We
also provide different fellowship opportunities for our
members and work to help any members who may
have special needs. The board currently consists of
three members—Mark Greschner, Marty Miller and
Will Schaefer—as well as a chairman, and is overseen
by Pastor Casmer.
Volunteerism
Whenever there is a volunteer position that needs to
be filled or a new event/activity is developed that requires volunteers the Board of Member Ministry
attempts to fill those positions. There is a tremendous
volunteer “spirit” that exists today at Christ the Lord
which is such a blessing for the congregation. We
often utilize Church360, our church data management
program, to help find volunteers who have the skills
and have expressed interest. The board also is involved with keeping that information up-to-date by
developing and distributing Time and Talents surveys
every couple of years.
Fellowship Opportunities
The Board of Member Ministry is also in charge of
helping organize and coordinate several events and
activities. A few examples include:
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Senior Game Day: Occurs the third week of each
month and seniors gather for fellowship and
games such as Cribbage, Scrabble, Dominoes,
Sheepshead, and more.



Young Professionals of CTL: This group (ages 2135) gathers together once a month for Bible studies and for various activities throughout the year.



Brewers game: An annual event open to the entire congregation and is often paired with WELS
Night at Miller Park



Church Picnic: The church picnic is an event
where the congregation gathers to enjoy Christian
fellowship and build relationship. In 2019, the
church picnic will take place on July 14 and will be
at the Mitchell Park Pavilion.



Welcoming New Members: The Board of Member
Ministry has developed a New Member Welcome
Packet that provides an overview of CTL – an
“orientation in a folder”. The Board is also currently investigating other ways to welcome new members to our congregation from writing handwritten
notes to organizing a new member event of some
kind.
Financial Stewardship

The Board of Member Ministry is also tasked with
supporting financial stewardship. Most recently, we
have helped with this by developing a Ways You Can
Give document in connection with the Faith, Family,
Future campaign; We also developed the Online Giving
cards that are now available in every pew in the
church.
If you would like to get more involved with any of
the various activities and events at Christ the Lord,
please let us know. And please feel free to share
with any of our board members new ideas for events
and activities. Most of all thank you to all of the volunteers that give so much time, effort and sweat to
Christ the Lord.
God’s blessings,
Jacob Werre
Chairman, Board of Member Ministry
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8:00 & 10:30am
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9:15am
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Worship
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4:00pm
Public School
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4:30 & 7:00pm
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Church Council
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Class
7:00pm
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OUR MISSION
Christ the Lord Lutheran Church is a congregational family of believers united by our faith in Jesus through
the Word of God.
We exist to give joy-filled glory to God in our worship, nurture, and service.
We hope you will join us!

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Christ the Lord
Lutheran Church
1650 N Brookfield Rd
Brookfield, WI
53045

Phone: 262-782-3040
Fax: 262-782-3504
E-mail: churchoffice@
christthelordbrookfield.org

